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Walter William ‘Bill’ Melhart


Walter William “Bill” Melhart, 63, of Rogers passed away April 7, 2007, at his home. He was born June 16, 1943, in Corpus Christi, Texas, to Walter M. Melhart and Dorothy M. Melhart.

He was a veteran of the Coast Guard and Coastal Forces. He managed and later owned The Horn Shop Music Store in Corpus Christi. He was an Eagle Scout and after moving to Rogers in 1985, he enjoyed working with Troop 49.


He worked closely with his wife as the owner of Melhart Designs screen printing for 18 years. Bill’s greatest love next to his family was fishing for northern pike and walleye in Ontario, Canada. Last summer he worked as a fishing guide for Stormer Wilderness Lodge, which was a dream fulfilled. He co-founded the GastroEsophageal Cancer Foundation with other cancer survivors and their families. He was an active participant in the M.D. Anderson Cancer Network where he spoke to many other cancer patients about his own experiences and provided support.

He was a loving, supportive, and caring husband to his wife for 34 years. He was a wonderful dad to his daughter and son-in-law.


He is survived by his wife, Vicki Melhart of the home; daughter Christy Melhart Slay and son-in-law Mike Slay of Fayetteville; brothers, Jim Melhart and wife Betty of McAllen, Texas, Larry Melhart and wife Suzanne of Tyler, Texas, Joe Melhart and wife Becky of Rensselaear, Ind., and Kelly Melhart and wife Norma of McAllen; sisters, Bette Hagen and husband Ray of Spring, Texas, Susan Burke of Carrollton, Texas, Teddie Wright and husband Tom of Houston, Julie Munsch of Spring, and Jeannie Morrison and husband Faron of Corpus Christi; mother-in-law, Roylene Davis of Electra, Texas, and brother-in-law, Calvin Davis and wife Patty of Wichita Falls, Texas; and many nieces and nephews.

A private family service was held at First United Methodist Church in Rogers, Arkansas.


In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to the GastroEsophageal Cancer Foundation, 11418 Hylander Drive, Houston, Texas 77070.


Arrangements are by Rollins Funeral Home in Rogers.
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